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Special Session February 7, 2013 @ 6:00 P.M.

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on this the 7th day of February, 2013, the Commissioners’ Court of Kleberg County, Texas, met in Special Session in the Kleberg County Building, 103 North 7th Street, Riviera, Texas with the following present: 

Kleberg County Commissioners Court:


 
Hon. Juan M. Escobar, Co. Judge 

     


Chuck Schultz, Commissioner Pct. #2




Roy Cantu, Commissioner Pct. #3 




Leo H. Alarcon, County Clerk 
COURT WAS OPENED and called to order by Judge Escobar to consider the following agenda items, Commissioner Schultz gave the invocation.
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AGENDA ITEM #1           







            








            
Workshop Session Pertaining to Water Issues in Riviera, Texas 
Judge Escobar began the workshop by recognizing and announcing members of the Riviera Water Control & Improvement District (WCID), present were President Toby Yaklin; Vice-president Sylvia Arguijo; and members Felix Barrera and Hilda Cantu.  Also in attendance were Bill Colston, Roberto Villarreal and Arguijo who are members of a water improvement committee that was formed by the TCEQ to help with issues pertaining to the Riviera Water Supply Corporation who is under the direction of Hoot Gibson. Carola Serrato with the South Texas Water Authority was also recognized.   
Judge Escobar said the intent of the meeting in Riviera was to address issues that were important to all in the community and for the Court to help give some direction as to where to go with the situation in question. He said it was important to have some input from all in attendance. 
Judge Escobar suggested that through legislation forming a water district board to give Riviera the authority to go into contract and such with the water situation. He said Mr. Roel Gomez with the U.S. Department of Agriculture had given him some ideas in forming the water board and this board obtain grants and go into negotiations with Mr. Hoot Gibson. He also recognized Trey Lewis who is with Congressman Filemon Vela’s staff. 

Judge Escobar said going before our legislators for the creation of the Riviera district would have to be done fairly quickly and any legislation needed to filed by our state representative and senator before March 8, 2013.    
Commissioner Cantu said the meeting was also held to give updates from the past on the sewer needs when the Riviera Waste Water District was formed in 1985 by legislation. 

Gibson said he had purchased the privately owned Riviera water system back in 2005 for $275,000.  Cantu said that the system has been having uranium issues since before 2005 when Gibson purchased the system and because it is privately owned he could not receive grants for the restoration of the Riviera water. He said in the past Kleberg County had invested in the system to help improve it. Cantu said the goal of everyone was to get good clean water in Riviera but having the obstacle of public verses private was holding back matters. 

Pct. 3 JP Sam Brown was present and said that the water system in Riviera was not privately owned, he said 99.9 percent of the water system was owned by the WCID and that on February 13, 2012 the Kleberg County Commissioners Court signed a resolution giving that portion of the water system to the WCID. 

Also present was Hoss Castillo and he said he had done some research and in 1997 the WCID made a plan of action with a resolution and that resolution was still in place with the TCEQ to convert from the WCID to a Municipal Utility District (MUD).  And if the WCID desired, they could petition the TCEQ to convert it to a MUD district instead of going through legislation giving them the authority to run a water system.  
Cantu introduced Charlie Sosa, an engineer with LNV and said they had done some research on costs for a water cleaning system for one well and to hook it up to the second well to be able to remove the uranium at a cost to purchase the system for $300,000. He said plans had been submitted to the EPA but they were wanting to know where funding was coming from.   
Castillo said if the MUD was to be created from the WCID, they would have the power to own and operate the water system and would give them the authority to purchase the system and sell water and no legislation would be required.  
Judge Escobar said the Court and other jurisdictions were in support of the WCID and that the County would have other meetings in Riviera to face any issues that the Riviera area may have. Commissioner Cantu said that he felt the WCID should become a MUD district and attempt to get it into their control.  Arguijo said a resolution had previously been drafted by the WCID for the creation of a MUD district and that the group had an agenda to have the meeting immediately after the Commissioners Court meeting. Bill Colston said once the creation of the MUD district was in place, the district could whole sale water to Gibson to sell to his customers and with the revenue the district would get from the sale, they would have the authority and the funds to do any repairs needed.                                                  
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AGENDA ITEM #2           







            








            
Take Action as Necessary Pertaining to Water Issues in Riviera, Texas

No action was taken.
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WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS AT HAND TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE COURT AT THIS TIME, ADJOURNMENT WAS HAD.






 
Juan M. Escobar, County Judge  
ATTEST:
Leo H. Alarcon
County Clerk and Ex-Officio Member
Of the Commissioners Court

Kleberg County, Texas
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